
Quantum 655

Price / Performance: VERY GOOD

“clearly the most
universal speaker
in the test field”



Quantum 655 
Standing power 
When it comes to bass with enjoyment, floor-stan-
ding speakers in the € 700 class are a common
choice. Audio tested four candidates that promise
a particularly joyful bass range.

Homage to the master
The Quantum 655 from Magnat pays homage to the
old master Joe D'Apollito, whose popular configu-
ration with cones arranged in a mirror-image to the
three-centimetre HRH fabric dome tweeter simula-
tes a point source. However, the 655 model does
not correspond to the pure template, as both 17 cm
cones exhibit different operating ranges due to the
2.5 way principle. The symmetry of the lacquered
front panel with its removable metal grille is parti-
cularly beautiful. The Magnat unit is of an extremely
high quality and this is evidenced in details such as
the solid, insulated bi-amping connections on the
rear and the flow-optimised baskets made of car-
bon-fibre composite.

A little bit different
The Magnat unit made an amazing impression with
slightly different chromatic inflections. It seemed a
bit more sober than the Monitor, but fundamentally
produced the same level of musicality. In direct
comparison the Magnat unit produced the slightly
crisper and more sophisticated bass, as evidenced
with tracks by Alicia Keys and "Te Amo" by Ri-
hanna. The Quantum demonstrated a little more
focus for some songs. 
The German speaker was also more two-dimensio-
nal than the extraordinarily plastic English unit. The
strings of Beethoven's 9th Symphony were also not
defined quite as sharply as the BX 5. The bottom
line is a high level tie. 

Somehow different
A more significant difference than between the Mo-
nitor and Magnat units came in the comparison
with the Canton, which, although on the same level,
exhibited a completely different character. ... In
terms of acoustic pieces, however, the tide turned
in the favour of the speakers from Monitor Audio
and Magnat. When charged with Beethoven's 9th
Symphony playback seemed somewhat compres-
sed without any significant degree of spatiality.

Even when playing jazz and classical music com-
positions it was homogeneous, yet demonstrated
a certain penchant for heavy-handedness. This was
not a real drawback, but the spirit of the Magnat
and Monitor Audio units helped them regain the
lead over the Canton.

Which one for whom?
The Magnat unit is clearly the most universal 
speaker in this test. 

Air number: The baskets have been aerodynamically optimi-
sed to enable the cones of the two 17 cm chassis to move
freely and to keep the voice coils cool.

Testfield: Magnat, Canton, Monitor, Teufel


